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LOADING PLATFORM SYSTEM WITH SLIDE UNIT 



IbftQtamJioD OF THe /N\t&jrioN 

DESCRIPTION - 

The invention resides in a loading platform system for 
mounting on vehicles, particularly on trucks, comprising at 
least one lifting arrangement including two essentially paral- 
lel spaced support structures, an essentially plate-like load- 
ing platform for lifting and lowering a load and a slide unit 
adapted to be mounted to the vehicle so as to be slidable back 
and forth in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle and sup- 
porting at least the lifting arrangement, the loading platform 
and a lifting and lowering actuating device. 

Loading platform systems of this type are known in various 
forms and are used in connection with trucks to facilitate the 
unloading of loads from the truck bed at the point of destina- 
tion onto the surface on which the truck is disposed so that 
the load can then otherwise be moved to its final destination. 
The same applies to the loading procedure of a truck that is 
the load is placed onto the loading platform which is disposed 
on the road surface, whereupon the loading platform is raised 
to the level of the truck bed and the load is then moved from 
the loading platform onto the trucks load bed. 

In some loading platform systems, the loading platform can 
be pivoted from a horizontal to a vertical position to form an 
end gate for closing the load bed of the truck. The loading 
platform system then includes a tilt actuation structure by 
which the loading platform is tilted before and after the load- 
ing or unloading procedure. 
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In other loading platform systems only a single lift ac- 
tuation devices and also only one load lifting and lowering ar- 
rangement are provided. Additionally, a tilting mechanism may 
be provided, which, however, is capable of tilting the platform 
5 only by a few degrees so as to tilt the free end of the loading 
platform down into close proximity with the road surface so 
that loads can be moved from and onto the loading platform 
without having to move them over a threshold. In this case, 
the loading platform can generally be folded in its center 
10 about an axis extending transverse to the longitudinal vehicle 
axis, whereby its length in the longitudinal direction of the 
vehicle can be reduced to about one half. This is true whether 
the loading platform does or does not include a tilting actua- 
r% tion device and a tilting arrangement. In this way, that is, 

?2 15 i n a folded state, the loading platform can be moved under the 
In vehicle's loading bed so that it does not project from the rear 

a of the vehicle during operation of the vehicle. Such loading 

b. ?j 

-5 systems which are also called folding loading platform systems 

y§ are in use in various forms. 

p 20 These loading platform systems are generally custom- 

er installed on trucks or they are installed on the frame of a ve- 

■3 hide together with the vehicle body if the vehicle is deliv- 

2 ered without body. On one hand, the manufacturers of loading 

platform systems are generally not the manufacturers of the ve- 
25 hide bodies and usually not the manufacturers of the trucks. 
It is furthermore known that the chassis of different motor ve- 
hicles of different manufacturers are usually quite distinct so 
that the systems need to be adapted to the various models in 
order to make the mounting of the system to the vehicle possi- 
30 ble. Depending on the type of vehicle such loading platform 
systems are mounted directly under the structure forming vehi- 
cle loading bed. Occasionally, they are mounted on the axles 
or other components. 
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The various mounting locations for the loading platform 
system all require different adaptative structures which are 
relatively expensive, particularly if the loading platform sys- 
tems are mounted directly below the vehicle loading bed. Also, 

5 the present loading platform systems offer little protection 
from forces acting on the vehicle equipped with the loading 
platform system for example from forces caused by being rear- 
ended by another vehicle. During a rear-ending accident con- 
ventional loading platform systems are generally totally de- 

10 stroyed and often cause themselves extensive damage to the ve- 
hicle on which the loading platform system is mounted. 

It is therefore the object of the present invention to 
provide a loading platform system of the type as initially de- 
scribed which however can be mounted on a vehicle in a simple 

15 manner without the need for expensive mounting structures 
adapted to the various vehicle types and the various locations 
where the loading platform is to be mounted. It should be eas- 
ily possible to mount such a loading platform system on vehi- 
cles after manufacture, that is when the vehicle has already 

20 been in use, without the need for expensive conversion and ad- 
aptation measures and it should also be relatively inexpensive 
to manufacture the system, and installation of the system 
should be easy and fast. 

25^)1 ^ -¥he- objcefc — rs~ s-o±ve d in ciu uu id c iiicc — srirfc h th e — iftve£ttio« — i** 
Jrfr? rf th° giififi-j ^ — ts — ad ap t ed — L o be - mounted on t-fre — sxtppe^t 
^rn io of the vehicl e. 

The advantage of the solution according to the invention 
resides essentially in that the support frame permits a force 

30 locking mounting of the loading platform system. Furthermore, 
the chassis of vehicles generally consists of a support frame 
with which the type of loading platform system with which the 
present invention is concerned can be used, that is, of support 
elements which extend in longitudinal direction over the full 



length of the vehicle and on which also the axles of the vehi- 
cle and the drive elements are mounted. The support frame is 
therefore a very suitable mounting place for the slide unit. 
In addition, with the solution according to the invention, all 
forces effective on the loading platform system can be applied 
directly to the support frame of the vehicle. In this way, a 
very secure connection between the slide unit that is, respec- 
tively, the loading platform system in its entirety and the 
support frame of the vehicle is obtained. Although, the sup- 
port frames of such vehicles of different manufacturers are not 
standardized, an adaptation of a respective connection of the 
slide unit with the support frame of vehicles even of different 
manufacturers is possible without essential design changes 
since, in principle, the support frame designs of such vehicles 
are the same as mentioned earlier. As a result, the slide unit 
can be easily adapted and mounted to the vehicle in accordance 
with the object of the invention. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the slide unit 
is mounted to the support frame by means of at least one trans- 
verse member, which bridges the distance between two frame mem- 
bers essentially forming the support frame. This extremely 
simple but very effective mounting of the slide unit permits 
the respective adaptation to the spaced support members forming 
in this case the support frame of the vehicle in such a way 
that the transverse member only needs to adapted in length to 
the distance between the two frame members. No other adaptation 
steps are required. 

In accordance with another advantageous embodiment of the 
invention, the transverse member is provided, at its opposite 
ends, with front elements which are connected to the transverse 
member and by way of which the transverse member is connected 
to the frame members forming the vehicle frame. In order to 
avoid the need for welding connections on the support frame of 
the vehicle, which may detrimentally affect the strength of the 
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support frame, the front elements have a plurality of holes for 
the reception of bolts by way of which the slide unit or re- 
spectively, the transverse member of the slide unit can be re- 
movably connected to the vehicle support frame. 

In another advantageous embodiment of the loading platform 
system of the invention, the slide unit can be removably 
mounted by way of paw-shaped clamping elements, which extend 
over horizontal webs of the frame members forming the vehicle 
support frame. Such an advantageous mounting arrangement is 
reasonable if the spaced frame members, which form the support 
frame have, for example, a U-shaped cross-section or if they 
are double T profile frame members. The paw-like clamping ele- 
ments then extend over the webs of the frame member with such a 
cross-section, which webs are essentially parallel to the plane 

15 of the road surface. 

It is particularly advantageous if the transverse member 
is extendable for example in a telescopic fashion so that its 
length can be adjusted to differently spaced frame members of 
the vehicle support frame without any other manufacturing meas- 

20 ures. 

It is advantageous if the transverse member is attached to 
the slide unit in such a way that it can move with respect to 
the vehicle frame in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle 
if subjected to a force exceeding a predetermined value. In 
this way, within certain limits, the energy of another vehicle 
crashing into the loading platform system attached to a vehicle 
can be partially absorbed and the energy not absorbed can be 
conducted into the support frame of the vehicle. Such an en- 
ergy absorption can be advantageously achieved in that the 
slide unit includes, at its side adjacent the traverse member, 
at least two opposite spaced legs provided with elongated holes 
for the mounting of the transverse member. The elongated holes 
have two functions, that is, they permit movement of the slide 
unit relative to the transverse member when subjected to a 
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force in excess of a predetermined threshold force which is ad- 
justable by a corresponding adjustment of the engagement of a 
mounting nut on a mounting bolt, which extends through the 
transverse member and through the elongated holes and they also 
permit a compensation for dimensional tolerances between the 
frame members forming the support frame. 

The slide unit itself is preferably so contructed that it 
includes at least two spaced parallel guide elements, which 
form support members that are stationary with respect to the 
vehicle and at least two spaced parallel slide members, which 
form support members that are longitudinally movable with re- 
spect to the vehicle and which are slideably supported in the 
guide elements. The guide elements preferably form an essen- 
tial part of the support structure of the slide unit that is 
15 the guide elements are at the same time support elements of the 
slide unit. 

The guide elements may basically have any suitable form 
providing for sliding support of the slide elements and for ac- 
commodating the vertical forces or force components acting on 
the slide elements when the loading board platform is in opera- 
tion for example when the loading platform is raised or low- 
ered. Preferably, the guide element has a C-shaped cross- 
section so that a correspondingly shaped slide element can be 
preferably slideably supported in the so formed partially side- 
25 wardly open guide channel of the guide element. 

In order to facilitate the back and forth movement of the 
slide unit or, respectively, the slide elements, that is, in 
order to reduce the friction as much as possible, the slide 
elements are supported in the guide elements by roller elements 
which are connected to the slide elements that is the roller 
elements roll in a sidewardly open guide channel delimited in 
vertical direction at opposite sides by the guide elements of 
C-shaped cross-section. 
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In another advantageous embodiment of the loading plat- 
form, the slide unit includes stops which are effective in the 
outward movement direction of the slide elements and which 
limit the outward movement of the slide unit in the longitudi- 
nal direction of the vehicle. In this way, it is ensured that 
the slide unit will not move beyond the stops that is it cannot 
be moved or pulled out of the vehicle. 

However, preferably the stops have additional functions 
that is to take up and transmit the force which is effective on 
the loading platform when the slide unit is in its outward end 
position particularly during normal use of the loading platform 
that is during loading and unloading. Then the forces trans- 
mitted from the loading platform, by way of the operating 
mechanism, to the slide elements are transferred additionally, 
by way of the stops, into the stationary part of the slide unit 
and from there to the chassis of the vehicle on which the load- 
ing platform system is mounted. For this purpose, the stops 
preferably include holes extending in the longitudinal direc- 
tion of the vehicle in which support pins are received when the 
slide elements are in their extended end positions. 

In order to improve the fit of the support pins in the 
holes when the slide elements are finally moved out or, respec- 
tively, to optimize the fit, the holes and the support pins are 
conical in longitudinal direction whereby also tolerances of 
the guide elements and also of the slide elements sliding or 
rolling therein can be accommodated, that is, the conical sup- 
port pins are guided when entering the holes until they are 
firmly engaged therein. 

In order to compensate also for tolerances of the slide 
unit in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle, or respec- 
tively, the guide elements and the slide elements which are 
back and forth movably disposed therein, the stops are sup- 
ported adjustably in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle. 
For this purpose, the guide elements include for example elon- 



gated holes through which for example bolts extend into corre- 
sponding threaded bores in the stops. In this way also con- 
struction conditions which are unique to the chassis of the ve- 
hicle on which the loading platform system is to be mounted can 
also be taken into account. 

It is also advantageous that the slide unit includes end 
stops which are effective in the insertion direction of the 
slide element and which limit the inward movement of the slide 
unit. Basically, also these end stops can be adjustable rela- 
tive to the slide unit or respectively, relative to the guide 
elements in order to provide for an adjustability relative to 
the front stops as explained earlier. 

In certain countries, it is legally required that the mo- 
tor vehicle includes energy-absorbing end zones. These zones 
are provided for absorbing kinetic energy of a vehicle rear- 
ending the motor vehicle. Such a legal requirement applies 
also to parts and added equipment such as the loading platform 
system according to the invention which is mounted to the vehi- 
cle in the manner according to the invention. In order to ful- 
fill this safety requirement which is often legally posted the 
loading platform system is preferably so designed that the end 
stops are non-elastically deformable if forces exceeding a pre- 
determined energy amount are effective thereon in the longitu- 
dinal direction of the vehicle. With this relatively simple 
measure an energy absorption capability satisfying the legal 
requirements or even better energy absorption capabilities can 
be achieved. 

There are loading platform systems of the type with which 
the present invention is concerned with which the slide unit 
can be normally moved under the vehicle or moved out of the 
rest position under the vehicle. Although it has continuously 
been tried to reduce the weight of these units while maintain- 
ing their rigidty in order to reduce the weight of the vehicles 
equipped with such systems the minimum weight of such systems 
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in still so high that substantial manual forces are required 
for moving the system. It is therefore advantageous if the 
slide unit is moveable by a power slide actuator formed by a 
pneumatic and/or hydraulically operated piston-cylinder ar- 
5 rangement. However, basically it is also possible to provide 
an electrically operated slide actuator. For its operation, 
the vehicle power supply can be employed which is always pres- 
ent. For slide units with pneumatically and/or hydraulically 
operated piston/cylinder arrangements, the pneumatic and/or hy- 
10 draulic system of the vehicle which is generally present, espe- 
cially in trucks, can be utilized. However, also a pneumatic 
and/or hydraulic system can be used which is provided for the 
lifting and lowering actuators of the loading platform system 

□ and, if applicable, also the tilt movement of the loading plat- 

15 form and which is provided separately from the pneumatic and/or 

%□ hydraulic system of the vehicle. 

^ In order to achieve a highly parallel operation of the 

O support structures during the lifting and, if applicable, the 

J M tilting movement of the loading platform, which is particularly 

P 20 important if only a single lift actuator which operates only 
in one support structure is provided, the two support structures 

%Q are rigidity interconnected by a transverse beam, which is ar- 

ranged at the end of the support structures remote from the 

slide unit. 

25 The transverse beam is preferably in the form of a bumper 

element. In this way, in addition to ensure parallel movement 
of the two support structures, it forms an element, which is, 
within limits, taking up the energy of a vehicle hitting the 
loading board system and transfers that energy to the vehicle 

30 frame by way of the support structures, the slide unit and the. 
transverse frame member. 

In principle, the transverse beam may have any suitable 
cross-sectional shape. However, in order to avoid torsion of 
the transverse beam as much as possible that is especially to 
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provide for parallel movement of the two support structures 
during lifting and lowering of the loading platform, the trans- 
verse beam has an essentially rectangular cross-section and 
preferably is provided at, both ends with a flange web by way of 
5 which it is mounted to one of the support structures. With 
this embodiment, the individual support structures can easily 
be replaced since they are separate components if they are dam- 
aged or destroyed, and this also applies to the transverse 
beam. 

10 The invention will be. described below in detail with ref- 

erence to the enclosed drawings on the basis of a particular 

^ . . . Wsf vtscjuvmou of -rue J>m^N&3 

embodiment . A Ft - is - shown l - n -t 

Fig. 1^' a perspective representation of the complete load- 
ing platform system without the support frame of the vehicle on 
15 which the loading platform system is mounted. 

Fig. 2 l \ perspective view of the slide unit and of the 

loading platform system without any details, 
/S 

Fig. 3^ a perspective view of a slide element which is back 
and forth movably supported in guide elements of the slide unit 
20 wherein a support structure and a lift actuator or a tilt ac- 
tuator (not shown) is connected to the slide element, 

Fig. 4 'a perspective view of a slide unit of the loading 
platform system with any details omitted showing however the 
front and end stops for the slide elements, 
25 Fig. 5a y/ a perspective view of a slide element which is 

back arid forth movable in guide elements of the slide unit but 
which is provided with rollers which are supported in the guide 
elements so as to be movable therein, 

Fig. Sb^j a second slide element which is mirror-reversed 
30 with respect to the slide element shown in Fig. 5a, 

Fig. 6 l a perspective view of the loading platform system 
without the loading platform wherein the slide elements are in 
an intermediate position between the front and the end stops, 
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Fig. 7^ a perspective view of the two support structures 
showing, in an exploded fashion, the loading platform system 
with the lift mechanism and, if applicable, also the tilt 
mechanism and a transverse beam interconnecting the two support 
5 structures, , 

Snooos 

Fig. S^the loading platform system according to Fig. 1 in 
a perspective representation however without the loading plat- 
form and the slide actuator but showing the transverse beam at 
the end of the support structures, 
10 Fig. loading platform system according to Figs. 1 

and 8 in a perspective representation, wherein the system is 
mounted on two spaced essentially parallel double-T frame mem- 
bers forming the chassis of a vehicle, 

fl Ficr. 10 the loading platform system according to Figs. 1 

"Z, ^ A 

15 and 9 in a perspective representation wherein the system is 

'^3 mounted to the chassis of the vehicle by means of straps which 

% extend from the lower essentially horizontal webs of the dou- 

O ble-T frame members, 

ul Fig. ll/a side view of the guide element, 

O 20 Fig. 12 ' a frontal view of the guide element according to 

□ Fig. 11, 

SB Fia 13 *a side view of a roller element which is guided in 

f aa ^ * A 

S the guide elements so that it can roll therein, and 

Fia 14 in a side view of the rear end of a vehicle chas- 

A 

25 sis on which the loading platform system is mounted showing 
schematically an inelastic deformation of the end stop for the 
slide element. 

First, reference is made to Fig. 1 in which the loading 
30 platform system 10 for mounting on a vehicle 11, especially a 
truck, is shown in its entirety. For clarity reasons, the ve- 
hicle 11 is not shown in detail in the figure. It is shown in 
the figure schematically by indicating the respective lines of 
the support frame 100, 111 of the vehicle 11. 

11 
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^oU^e^-QO The loading platform system 10 comprises at least one sup- 
port arrangement consisting of two spaced essentially parallel 
support structures 13, 14. It furthermore comprises an essen- 
tially plateAlike loading platform 15 for lifting and lowering 
5 a load, the loading platform 15 shown herein being a so-called 
fold away loading platform which can be folded together to half 
its length in \ the longitudinal direction of the vehicle, see 
arrow 112. In\ addition, a lift actuator structure 16 for the 
lifting and lowering of the loading platform 15 is provided. 
There may also \be provided a tilt actuator structure 17 for 
tilting the loading platform for example from a horizontal to a 
vertical position. This may be provided for certain embodi- 
ments of the loading platform system 10 or for the purpose of 
slightly tilting tihe tip of the loading platform 15 when it is 
lowered onto the street surface 115. If the tip of the loading 
platforms is disposed on the load surface 115, there is no 
threshold which facilitates the movement of loads onto the 
loading platform 15\ or the removal therefrom. Finally, the 
loading platform system comprises a slide unit 18, which is 
back and forth movable\ in the longitudinal direction 112 of the 
vehicle, see again arAw 112, on which slide unit 18 at least 
the support arrangement 12, the loading platform 15 and the 
lift actuator mechanism and, if present, also the tilt ac- 
tuator mechanism 17 is mounted. 
K.25 In tfte embodiment of the loading platform system 10 as 

shown in the figures the slide unit 18 is supported by two 
transverse members 19, 20, which extend essentially at a right 
angle with resp\ct to the longitudinal direction of the guide 
elements 30, 31 that is by way of the legs 27, 28 and the 
transverse member \r respectively, the elongated holes 29 
formed therein by meafts of a bolt-nut connection which is not 
shown. At the ends 2IV 22 of the transverse members 19, 20, 
there are end elements 23\ 24. The end elements 23, 24 have a 
predetermined number of holes by way of which the transverse 
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members \9, 20 and, consequently, the slide unit 18 is mounted 
between thfe two frame members 110, 111 of a vehicle for example 
by means of\bolt and nut connections, which provide for easy 
mounting of t\e loading platform system 10 to a vehicle 11, see 
Figs. 6, 8 and 

Fig. 10 shows a mounting arrangement which is modified 
from the mounting arrangement of the loading platform system 10 
or respectively, the slide unit 18 on the vehicle 11 as shown 
in Figs. 6, 8, and 9. In place of the end elements 23, 24, 
clamping elements 230, 240 are provided which can be connected 
to the respective transverse member 19, 20 by bolts extending 
through elongated holes formed in the transverse members 19, 
20. The clamping elements 230, 240 extend for example over the 
horizontal webs of a support frame 110, 111 of a vehicle which 
support frame consists of double T frame members. The clamping 
elements 230, 240 may be provided at both opposite lower web 
sides of the double T frame members of the vehicle frame, which 
cannot be directly seen in Fig. 10 because of the perspective 
representation. 

A\ shown in Fig. 2, (slide elements 32, 33^ are received and 
guided in the 4uide elements 30, 31^|so as to be longitudinally 
movable the (guide elements 32, 33^ which are, at the same 
time, support frame members. 

The guide elements 30, 31, see Figs. 11 and 12, have an 
essentially C-shaped cross-section and may consist of suitably 
bent and dimensioned steel profile strips. The slide elements 
32, 33 may be slidably supported in the guide elements 30, 31 
and be suitably guided therein by their legs. However, the 
slide elements 32, 33 may also be supported and guided in the 
guide elements 30, 31 by roller elements 320, 321, 330, 331, 
such a roller being shown in greater detail in Fig. 13, see 
also Figs. 5a and 5b. 

To each of the slide elements 32, 33, a support structure 
13 or, respectively, 14, is connected and also a lift actuator, 
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and, respectively, a tilt actuator so that the support struc- 
tures 13, 14 together with the corresponding joints of the 
loading platform 15, see Fig. 1, each forms an essentially par- 
allelogram-like support arrangement 12 or tilt support arrange- 
ment. With the slide elements 32, 33, the whole support ar- 
rangement 12 or tilt support arrangement together with the 
loading platform 15 is longitudinally slideable in the guide 
elements 30, 31 that is it can be moved under the vehicle 11 or 
respectively, pulled out from an end position below the vehicle 
11 to an operating position. This is achieved for example by 
means of a slide actuator 34, see Fig. 1, which, as shown, is a 
simple slide actuator 34 but which may also be a double slide 
actuator which provides for aa axial extension or shortening at 
both sides. The slide actuator 34 may be operated electrically 
15 and/or pneumatically and/or hydraulically. 

The Wide elements 30, 31 are provided with stops 45, 46 
which limits, the extension movement of the slide elements 32, 33 
and, accordingly of the whole slide unit 18 in the slide-out 
direction 113\- see Fig. 1. The stops 45, 46, which essen- 
tially extend into the slide path of the slide elements 32, 33 
in the guide elements 30, 31 include a hole 450, 460 oriented 
in the longitudinal direction 112 of the vehicle. The slide 
elements 32 on the\other hand are provided with support pins 
322, 332 having an axis extending essentially on the longitudi- 
nal vehicle direction\112 . With maximum outward movement in 
the outward direction \l3, the support pins 322, 332 extend 
into the respective holek 450, 4 60 and the support pins 322, 
332 are conical in the direction of their axes that is in their 
longitudinal cross-sections \so that a force- and form- locking 
connection between the support, pins 322, 332 and the holes 450, 
460 is established when the slMe unit 18 is in its outward end 
position in the outward direction 118. Then the forces effec- 
tive on the loading platform 15 during normal operation of the 
loading platform system 10 are transferred, by way of the sup- 
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port structures 13, 14 and the slide elements 32, 33, directly 
to the support frame members 110, 111 forming the chassis of 
the vehicle l\. The slide unit, that is, essentially the guide 
elements 30, 3]\is, or are, essentially not exposed to the tor- 
ques, to which thaey would be subjected if the stops 45, 46 and 
the support pins w^uld not be provided. 

The stops 45, 4 6 are adjustable in the longitudinal direc- 
tion of the vehicle by means of the elongated holes 300, 310 in 
the guide elements 30, 31, see particularly Fig. 11. By way of 
bolt connections, which are not shown in the drawings but which 
extend through the elongated holes 300, 310, the stops 45, 46 
can be so positioned that, on one hand, tolerances can be ac- 
commodated and, on the other hand, a predetermined maximum out- 
ward movement in the outward direction 113 of the slide unit 18 
can be adjusted and set in a simple manner. 

(TheXtwo support structures 13, 14, see Figs. 4, are inter- 
conneWable by means of a transverse beam 35. \ For this pur- 
pose, the\ transverse beam 35 is provided at its opposite ends 
36, 37 with flange webs 38, 39. With these flange webs 38, 39, 
which are Connected to the transverse beam 35 by way of rein- 
forcement members 43, 44, for example by welds, the transverse 
beam 35 is Connected to the two support structures 13, 14 for 
example by bblt and nut connections. The transverse beam 35 
provides for \a rigid interconnection between the two support 
structures 13,\l4, whereby an accurate parallel movement of the 
two support structures 13, 14 is achieved. It also provides a 
good protection\against rear-ending as the transverse beam is 
so designed thatV it extends beyond the ends 130, 140 of the 
support structure^ 13, 14 remote from the slide unit 18, see 

There ari\ provided furthermore end stops 47, 48 which 
limit the inwardXmovement of the slide unit in inward direction 
of movement 114, \ee Fig. 1. The end stops 47, 48 are again 
engaged by the slide^ elements 32, 33, see Fig. 14. The end 
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stops 47, 4\8 can be formed by an integral tubular element and 
extend over the two guide elements 30, 31. 

The end stops 47, 48 however, may also be formed each as a 
different element 47, 38 as it is apparent from Fig. 4. The 
end stops 47, 48 are mounted on the guide elements 30, 31 in a 
suitable way, for example, by bolt-nut-connections or by weld- 
ing or similar. 

The end stops 47, 48 have not only the function of limit- 
ing the inward movement of the slide unit 18, that is, to limit 
the movement of the slide unit below the vehicle, they rather 
also have the function of an energy absorbing device when for 
example another vehicle back-ends the vehicle 11 provided with 
the loading platform system 10. To that end, the end stops 47, 
48 are so designed that they are non-elastically deformable if 
the kinetic energy of the back-ending vehicle is above a prede- 
termined threshold value. Consequently, the end stops 47, 48 
form a collapsing structure as it is generally used in the de- 
sign of motor vehicles. 

In an inactive state of the loading platform system 10, 
the loading platform 15 is retracted in a folded way to an end 
position below the vehicle 11. That is the slide elements 32, 
33, on which the support structures 13, 14 and the loading 
platform are mounted, are disposed in the right end position as 
shown in Fig. 1 that is in the inward direction of movement 114 
in engagement with the end stops 47, 48, see Fig. 14. By means 
of the slide actuator 34, which is operable in both directions 
along the longitudinal vehicle axis, the guide elements 30, 31 
are moved out from their end position below the vehicle until 
the support pins 322, 332 of the slide elements 32, 33 are re- 
ceived in the holes 450, 460 of the outer stops 45, 46, see 
Fig. 1. 

The two support structures 13, 14 and, together therewith, 
the loading platform 15 are then suitably lowered onto the road 
surface 115 and the loading platform is then unfolded to an 
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open position, see Fig. 1. In the extended position in the 
move-out direction 113, see Fig. 1, the loading platform system 
10 is then ready for operation and can be operated as desired. 
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